
JeffJeff // TomTom
First of all, there are insane amounts of contradictions in the Bible, [just thought I'd say that if there
really were an "insane amount" of contradictions in the Bible, after nearly 2000 years, people would've
noticed and Christianity would fall by the wayside] [Amen] but most of them can simply be brushed
aside by believers. For example, this contradiction won’t make anyone lose sleep, except maybe
people who try very hard to be literalists: (emphasis added)

People calling themselves "literal" interpreters can be misleading. No person on Earth interprets the Bible
100% literally. This is because it's obvious that there are symbols in the Bible. The biggest one I can think of
is the Beast/Dragon in Revelation, which many believe is the Antichrist [Me included]. If the Antichrist was
literally a dragon, then no one would follow him because, it'd be obvious that something was up since there
are no dragons. Except the Komodo ones. Many scholars, such as Dr. Charles Ryrie, prefer calling their
interpretation approach "normal". This takes the Bible at face value--much like one would take any non-
fiction work. Naturally, figures of speech are not taken as normal. Just like we don't take the saying, 'it's
raining cats and dogs out there,' at its face value.

2 Samuel 6:6
"And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God,
and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah,
and God smote him."

1 Chronicles 13:9
"And when they came unto the threshing floor of Childon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the
ark, for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, and he smote
him."

People who don’t believe they are literalists can simply brush this difference aside as
meaningless in the grand scheme of things, as in “the Bible teaches the way to go to heaven, not
the way the heavens go”. And besides, in this case it’s very easy to make up a completely
untestable story on how Nachon and Childon might actually be the same, and so on.

The person could very well have a second name though. For example, my real name is Thomas but, I go by
Tom. My father-in-law's real name is Robert, but he goes by Bobby. There are people in the Bible that have
had two names, too. the disciple Thomas also called Didymus [John 20.28] and Jacob was renamed Israel
[Gen. 32.28]. Jacob, evidently, went by both names as well. Another possibility is that there were two
threshing floors near one another and each account was refering to the other. A still third possibility is that
the name of the threshing floor, or the owner of the threshing floor had changed, and Ezra, the author of
Chronicles, used the name that the readers of his work would have been more familiar with, so they knew
what was being spoken of. Examples of this are all throughout Genesis. A modern example could be said to
be the following; say I was talking to my father about his travels in Asia in the 80s. He tells me that he visited
Almaty, Kazakstan. Neither place existed back then, since Kazakstan was part of the USSR and Almaty was
called Alta-mata [or something like that]. He's not wrong in what he said. He updated place names due to
actual changes.
_______________________________________________________________



Or take this:

Exodus 34:1
"And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and I will
write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest."

Exodus 34:27-28
"And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I
have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. And he was there with the LORD forty days and
forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of
the covenant, the ten commandments."

Well, whether God writes the second set of 10 commandments himself or dictates them to
Moses, what difference does that really make?
You're correct, it really doesn't matter. But, there is evidence in the Bible that people dictated writings and
still were given authorship. Namely Paul. This is the case for many of his letters. In Romans 16.22, we're
introduced to a person, named Tertullis, who actually wrote the letter to the Romans. It is obvious though
that Paul was the dictator since, he said he was writing the letter in chapter one. In business practice today,
it's not uncommon for a secretary to write a letter for her boss, with very little mention either.
______________________________________________________________
But even on important things, even on the most important issue of all — eternal bliss vs eternal
damnation –, the Bible contradicts itself, and that not just once, and not even just between
different books. To live with these contradictions you have to get very far from a literalist, so far
that it probably becomes indistinguishable from picking & choosing.

Almost all readers will be familiar with the idea of salvation by faith alone. Let’s ignore the Old
Testament, which obviously never says faith in Jesus is required for anything. [It is the case though
that the Old Testament teaches justification by faith. How were the people before the Law justified?
Abraham was by his faith. The Law was actually a tool that God used to show people their depravity and
their need for a savior, who later was Jesus Christ.] [Jesus is also denoted as being the Word, so the
Old Testament was in fact proclaiming salvation by faith, and that faith came from the Word
of God, ergo Jesus.] The New Testament says salvation is by faith alone 10 times, but apart
from this it also proclaims…

Righteousness as a necessary condition:

Matthew 5:20
"Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven."

So perhaps salvation by faith, but not by faith alone.

Not so fast! One should always look at Scripture verses in context. It's dangerous to just pull out one because
you might miss something! The context of this passage is that out of our heart, we speak, and we speak from
the "kingdom" that we trust in. The Pharisees had the wrong perspective on life. Anyway, Christ's



righteousness is imputed onto believers at the point of salvation. The Pharisees were into their extrabiblical
laws. They were good at conforming to those, but not so much to God's standard. Jesus actually calls the
Pharisees vipers at one point. Not a very good thing! The Pharisees had a"man-made" righteousness. God,
through the prophet Isaiah, said that, "man's righteousness is but a dirty menstrual rag to me." That's not
good either! In other words, man, himself, can't do anything to please God and become righteous. In the
end, when one accepts Christ as savior, their righteousness instantly becomes higher than the Pharisees.
Salvation by faith alone is still intact! [Context, context, context, seems to be a recurring theme as
we head down this list...and up it too. :P]

Words as necessary and sufficient:

-Matthew 12:37
–For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

Note that Matthew (if not Jesus himself, whose words Matthew claims to record) contradicts
himself here: first righteousness exceeding that of the scribes and Pharisees is necessary, then
words alone suffice.
Tom already refuted the 'righteousness' claim above, but the 'words' claim falls in line with
some responses that also follow further down this document. You are saved by faith alone,
yet it is natural that your faith will produce words as well as works, these are simply
byproducts of your faith. They are also indications that your faith is real, thus justified. If
that isn't enough, try reading this verse IN CONTEXT, then it is really clear. Maybe this is all
I should have written here. Tree recognized by its fruit, man of faith recognized by his
words....hmmm.
33"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is

recognized by its fruit. 34You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of
the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35The good man brings good things out of the good stored
up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36But I tell you that men
will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37For by
your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."

This quote might be construed as explaining which words are the right ones:

-Acts 2:21
–Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Here is another case of a verse taken completely out of context. I feel like I'm repeating
myself. This Acts 2:21 verse is actually a verse from the OT book Joel (Joel 2:28-32) that
Luke is using to make a point. Everyone Luke is speaking to is familiar with the Old
Testament scriptures and uses this verse to explain how they are speaking in various
tongues and commanding attention (ie, they are not drunk). If Acts 2:17-21 is read
completely you easily see this reference. By verse 38, Luke concludes with the standard
"repent" for the forgiveness of sins. (ie put your faith in God's Word, Jesus)...



Endurance all the way to the end of the world as necessary and sufficient condition:

-Matthew 10:22
–And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be
saved.

-Matthew 24:13
–But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

-Mark 13:13
–And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved.
Okay, in Matt 10:32-33 Jesus continues this thought noting that "Whoever acknowledges me
before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever
disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven." This simply follows
the same line of logic I discussed above regarding Matt 12:37. If you are faithful you WILL
endure to the end and you WILL be saved, but if you disown Jesus you too will be disowned.
We also have the option to choose to stop having faith. Satan cannot snatch it away from
us, no one can, but we can choose to deny the faith that we once had (John 10:27-30). Not
all Christians agree on this point.

Matthew contradicting himself again. And just wait for Mark…

Not judging as a sufficient and forgiving as a necessary condition:

-Matthew 7:1-2
–Judge not, and ye shall not be judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

-Luke 6:37-38
–Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive,
and ye shall be forgiven: Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure
that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

OK, maybe that’s not about salvation, but about life on Earth… so maybe I can spare Matthew
yet another accusation of contradiction… [So why even put this in? You did, so think of it this
way. If you chose to not believe or have faith, then you choose to live by the law. Meaning
that you will be judged based on your actions of following the law. Also, there's an
additional need for some clarification. God is the judge, however, within the Christian
community it's quite alright to judge a fellow Christian if he is acting as a hypocrite. Paul
gave us clear direction on how to handle a situation like this. Talk to them privately, then
with another, then the church, then banishment until they repent.] I wouldn't say that it is
okay to judge, per se, in the Christian community, but we are to point out a fellow believers
sin, in a loving way, so that they can repent of the sin and grow closer to God. This is done



in the way that was mentioned earlier--private, with a witness, corporately, then to the
whole church community. It's true that if you don't follow Christ in faith, come judgment
day, you will be judged by the law. Also, even today, if you judge someone with a certain
standard, God in the future will use that standard to judge you. This is true for believers
also.

Works as necessary and sufficient:

-Matthew 16:27
–For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works.
Notice that the verse says that Jesus will will come and reward. The context of this verse is in the passage of
Matthew 16.24-28 and in this passage, Jesus is talking to he disciples, his followers. In fact, this passage
contains the famous, "take up their cross and follow me" verse. Anyway, in short, Christ is talking to people
that believe in him. So, when Christ returns believers in him will receive rewards for the things that they
did. Unbelievers, on the other hand, can be assured of judgment.

-Matthew 19:17
–If you want to enter into life, keep the commandments
Jesus isn't talking about salvation here because, as we see later [v21-22], man isn't able to work his way into
heaven. It's just too hard. Instead, Jesus is illustrating that obedience to the commandments and good works
is an expression of a true belief and salvation that only comes from the living God.

-Matthew 25:21-46
–Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed
me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. [Really, more simply, this points out traits of
the non-Believer NOT a requirement of salvation. As desire to feed the poor is a natural
result of being saved and having the Holy Spirit dwell in us.]

Matthew contradicting himself some more, for real this time.

(Luke does not contradict himself, if we kindly ignore 6:37-38, though perhaps that’s because he
touches the question only once: [Luke 6:37-38 is a warning. If you are saved then the
judgement of others inappropriatly would not be desirable.]

-Luke 10:26-28
–He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and



with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right:
this do, and thou shalt live.
[This is a summary of the law, if anyone could fulfill the law and keep every command then
they would be saved. No one can, thus the need for faith.]
Love may or may not be a work, though it sure isn’t faith.)

Then let’s skip the Gospel of John (see below) and turn straight to Paul. The Letter to the
Romans preaches salvation by faith alone no less than four times, and contains two additional
verses (3:20, 4:2) that tell us that whatever is necessary or sufficient for salvation, it isn’t works
— but it nevertheless contradicts itself by containing this passage:

-Romans 2:5-13
–But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according
to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality, eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For there is no respect of persons
with God. For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as
have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; For not the hearers of the law are just before
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. [When one is saved there life is changed and
they no longer live in a manner that entails doing "no good deeds". It's a mark of the
Believer. If you say you are a Believer and have no good works then you are obviously
lying about being a Believer. Is someone claims something, do we not make observations to
see if the claim is true? So, the deeds of one who is saved will clearly prove that they are
saved, yet the deeds of the unsaved will clearly (in the eyes of God) be seen as proof that
they were not saved.]

The Second Letter to the Corinthians is entirely on the side of salvation by works alone:

-2 Corinthians 5:10
–For we must all appear before the jugment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. [Same as statement
immediately above. Good is a product of being saved, bad is a product of not being saved.]

-2 Corinthians 11:13-15
–For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works.
[See above]
Same for the Letter to the Philippians:

-Philippians 2:12



–Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. [This verse has the
word "work" in it but the context has nothing to do with the previous verses... We "work
out" our salvation by coming to the realization that we need to place our faith in Jesus
Christ.]

And for the First Letter to Timothy, although only a single work alone is sufficient here — for
women:

-1 Timothy 2:14-15
–And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.
Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing.
It is clear that Paul doesn't believe in any work being able to allow anyone to obtain salvation. This is shown
in Ephesians 2.8-9, "you have been saved through faith...". Sometimes, in the New Testament, the verb for
saved, sozo, can refer to someone coming into a progressive knowledge of the fullness of God's salvation as
they continue in God's will for their lives. An example of this in a woman's life would be in bearing
children.1

Peter agrees on salvation by works alone:

-1 Peter 1:17
–[...] the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work [...]
Simply having a work judged doesn't mean that someone is going to be saved with an eternal salvation. As
mentioned above, both believers and unbelievers will have their works judged. Believers will have their
works judged for rewards. Unbelievers will have their works judged against God's holy and perfect standard
and will be found lacking. Additionally, God can judge our works in the present day as well. Ananias and
Sappirah are an example. They lied and died for it. Someone who is a child of God yet continues in sin could
be taken or suffer for it while on earth. For example, if a person is a child of God, but chooses to be sexually
promiscuous, God could judge them in the now by allowing them to have sexual intercourse with someone
and they could contract any of the plethora of sexually transmitted diseases.

And so does the Revelation to John:

-Revelation 2:23
–I will give unto every one of you according to your works.
In the context of this passage, a church, namely Thyatira, had a false prophetess named "Jezebel" who was
leading the people astray. God wants the people of that church who have fornicated with her to repent and
return to him, other wise, he will reward them according to their works. It's interesting, in my opinion, that
God wanted the people to turn, specifically, from sexual immorality. So, this could fit into the situation that
was explained for 1 Peter 1.17.

-Revelation 20:12-13

1. ESV Study Bible, online edition, Crossway Publishing.



–And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in
it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works
I thought that I'd point out that their were multiple books opened. One specifically is the book of life--the
book that has the names of all the people who have trusted in God to save them. The others record the deeds
that all of man have done. This being Revelation 20, it's the final judgement. Those who are in the book of
life, as mentioned before, are being judged for rewards. The others are being judged by their works which
won't allow them to enter eternal life.
-Revelation 22:14
–Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life.
This verse takes place after the Millenium, in eternity future. Earlier in the passage, it mentions those who,
"have washed their robes". This, undoubtedly, refers to those who have trusted in Christ as their savior. As
has been pointed out before, those who have trusted in Christ and have "washed their robes" are naturally
going to follow Christ's commands because he is their master. No disciple disobeys his masters teachings--
unless they weren't a true disciple at all!
Pretty unambiguous. (Well. Revelation 14:12 does mention explicitly that the saints have faith:
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.” But perhaps the faith wasn’t necessary and is just a nice addition — who
knows…Ephesians 2.8-9 Doesn’t really sound like it was optional, though. But then, Revelation
14:3-5 mentions that the saints are virgin males: “And they sung as it were a new song before the
throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the
hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. These are they which
were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the
throne of God.” Is that necessary after all? Or is it just a very, very strange coincidence — people
are saved for whatever other reasons, and then it later turns out they all happen to be virgin
males? I'm excited that I get to talk about the 144,000! These aren't the only people who are saved. These
are special people, who are Jewish by the way, that God uses to powerfully preach the Gospel and defy the
coming Antichrist during the seven year tribulation that is going to fall upon the Earth. They're not the only
people who will believe though. There are tribulation saints who will trust in Christ as their savior. Though,
they're different than the Church, which is the bride of Christ. This whole discussion is outside the scope of
this apologetic though.~ Either way, it contradicts salvation by childbirth — 1 Timothy 2:14-15, see
above. See my above. :)It does, however, fit nicely with predestination, see below. Har, har.)

Lack of bad works as necessary:

-1 Corinthians 6:9-10
–Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit
the kingdom of God.



[This is a warning that everyone has fallen short of the expectations of God. We have all
sinned, here Paul simply lists specific sin. Hence, the need for a Savior]
Keep in mind that having done good works and not having done bad works is not the same; it’s
possible to do both or neither. [That's right!!! We are NOT saved by works!]

Faith and works as necessary conditions each and as sufficient together, though it’s only implied,
not made explicit, that faith is necessary:

-Matthew 7:21
–Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

Note how almost explicitly this contradicts Acts 2:21, [Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.] see above. Oops: “the name of the Lord” (Acts) isn’t “Lord” (Matthew). I
guess that resolves the apparent contradiction, then. [Ha! Not only is this from a different
book, but the author is different...the context from Matthew is a warning to those who are
"lukewarm" Christians, or those that haven't made the decisionto make the final leap of
faith.]

Apologists who believe in salvation by faith alone often claim that James 2:17 (”Even so faith, if
it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”) means that works are a symptom of faith, a rather
inevitable consequence (the exact opposite, interestingly, of John 3:19-21 and 5:24, see below);
but let’s read the context, which does not support the silent assumption that faith automatically
lives and is never alone — instead, it basically restates Matthew 7:21 (see above) in more words:

-James 2:14-19
–What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

Got that? James openly mocks the idea of salvation by faith alone: the devils believe and are not
saved, so that alone can’t be it. And James isn’t even done yet:
James is mocking the idea that one is a believer if they have no desire or compunction to
also have works. You may say you have faith, but do you really have faith if you have no
works? To add, man will always judge other men. That's our nature. So, one would need to
demonstrate that they truly have accepted Christ so that others would know. The old adage,
'actions speak louder than words' applies well here. Though, if one truly has accepted
Christ, the Spirit will naturally make fruit come in the belivers life, beit desire for God's word,
forsaking a sinful life style, or winning people for Christ.

-James 2:20-26



–But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was
called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.
Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also.
James is teaching that Abraham was justified by works before men. Abraham was
considered righteous before men. James 2:18 adds to this clarity: “But someone will say,
"You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my
faith by what I do.”
Then he goes into the scripture above.

This needs no comment.

(Which shall not stop me from commenting anyway upon the fact that James contradicts Paul
here, who answers James’s question “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?” quite literally by “hell, no”:

-Romans 4:2-5
–For if Abraham were justified by works he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what
saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now
to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.
This scripture is simply saying that Abraham was not justified by works before God. We are
talking about two different subjects…justification before men and before God.
BTW, Paul also ascribes more wordly blessings upon Abraham as being due to faith alone:

-Romans 4:13
–For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
This Romans verse is just used to continue the failed argument above.

I’d call for a celebrity deathmatch if Paul hadn’t already contradicted himself in that very same
letter, see above.)

Faith and baptism as necessary each and sufficient together:

-Mark 16:16
–He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
The whole verse is: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not
believe will be condemned.” Belief saves, non-belief condemns, this aspect is spiritual.
Baptism is physical. Non-Baptism hence does not condemn.
Mark contradicting himself (see above).



Mercy and what seems to be baptism as necessary each and sufficient together, though one might
speculate on causal connections between the two:

-Titus 3:5
–Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
The process is described here. Mercy is simply the action of God that allows for our salvation
by faith. Once we are saved, our sins are washed away and we are regenerated. The gift of
the Holy Sprirt is given to the Believer as well.

Words and faith as necessary each and sufficient together:

The Letter to the Romans already contradicts itself — here’s a third opinion in the same letter:

-Romans 10:9
–If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
This verse is definitely taken out of context. A good interpretation to straighten this
confusion out is found here... http://www.knowimsaved.com/trouble/
I%20followed%20Romans%2010%20but%20still%20doubt%20my%20salvation%20internet.pdf
I suggest listening to the audio version. In a nutshell, confessing with the mouth is the
same as recalling the readings one has done in Jewish Temples. Jesus is the Word (John 1).
When one reads from the Old Testament scripture, they were reading the Lord Jesus. So, if
you have read or learned of the Lord Jesus, you could believe and thus you could be saved.

Mind you: it’s not enough if you believe, you also have to say it.

Predestination as necessary and sufficient:

Calvin, too, had a Biblical basis for his abhorrent doctrine:

-Matthew 22:14
–For many are called, but few are chosen.
This verse comes from the parable of the wedding feast. In it, Jesus speaks of a wedding feast were many
people were invited. These people who were invited rejected the invitation. The feast thrower then tells his
servants to go out and invite everyone. People come and one was thrown out because he wasn't dressed
properly. In this parable, the original guests represent the Jews, the original receipient of God's gift of
salvation. The man throwing the feast is Jesus with the feast being the gift of salvation. The later invitees are
the Gentiles, more specifically, Gentile converts. The man thrown out most likely is a false convert.
Basically, what this parable is getting at is that God invited the Jews, through Jesus, to accept his Messiah.
They rejected and Jesus then went to the Gentiles. Unlike the Jews, the Gentiles believed. The man who was
cast out lacked something that the others had--most likely imputed righteousness, which Paul elaborates on.
Essentially, he was a false convert. This parable more has to do with election than
predestination.2

http://www.knowimsaved.com/trouble/I%20followed%20Romans%2010%20but%20still%20doubt%20my%20salvation%20internet.pdf
http://www.knowimsaved.com/trouble/I%20followed%20Romans%2010%20but%20still%20doubt%20my%20salvation%20internet.pdf


-Romans 8:30
–Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
This is more like mathematics. 100% are called. 100% are "predestined" in a sense. Of the
100% that are called, some are destined for heaven and the rest not. The use of the word
"called" is different. Since this was written by two authors that much is obvious. If these
statements were written by the same authors and were in the same paragraph you would
have a better argument, but that is not the case. In reality, if you read 8:30 in context you
get a much fuller meaning that is different than what is inferred above. (28And we know
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also
glorified) It's clarified that "those predestined" in vs. 30 were first "those who love [God]"
vs. 28. Those who love God are normally referred to as the minority, thus Matt 22:14
actually supports Romans 8:30. A good summary would be, "God calls everyone to
repentence, but only some truly love him, only some are predestined to be glorified.
Everyone who is predestined to be glorifed was also called to repentence."

Yep, Matthew and Romans yet again.

Poverty as necessary:

-Matthew 19:23-24
–Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again
I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God.
Salvation by Faith requires not putting your faith in your wealth to save you. These verses
once again need placed into context. This verse follows Jesus' discussion with the rich
young ruler...this rich man felt we had kept all the commandments and Jesus cleared that up
by challenging him to sell all he had, give to the poor and "come, follow me". The rich man
walked away sad. Jesus was simply pointing out that this rich man had "other gods before
him, ie money. Hence, why it is difficult for a rich man to enter into heaven. (Matt 19:16-30)

Matthew, unsurprisingly.

The utter mess that is the Gospel of John: On the contrary! The Gospel of John is utterly beautiful.

To be fair, I haven’t counted if John contradicts himself more often than Matthew or the Letter to
the Romans, but be that as it may, John contradicts himself all the time:

2. Check out notes in the ESV Study Bible or Dr. Tom Constable's study notes on Matthew 22 at
http://www.soniclight.com



-John 3:3-7
–Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he
is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. Jesus is saying that in order
for people to be allowed to enter the kingdom of God [ie heaven], they have to be born of the spirit. This is
the Holy Spirit which comes and gives a person new life once they've accepted Christ as their savior.

-John 3:16-18
–For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God.Jesus is saying that in order to get the previously mentioned
new life or to be "born again" one has to believe in him. Jesus is the giver of life.

-John 3:19-21
–And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. This really has nothing to do
with salvation. Jesus is saying that he came into the world, but he knows that man, due to his depraved
nature, won't come to him because he is light and fallen man dwells in darkness. The reason that this is is
because when one comes to Jesus [the light] they see how wicked they truly are and no man wants to think
that they're bad!

-John 3:36
–He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.This doesn't contradict anything that has been said. Jesus said
that to get life in John 3.16, people have to believe in him. He is saying the same thing here. He says in John
3.18 that people are already condemned for not believing in him. Again, he says the same thing here. Those
that don't believe in him will go into the wrath of God. Or eternal damnation.

-John 5:24
–But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God.This, again, is not salvation. Its more about the state of man. Those in the light will
continue to go to the light because their deeds will be known to all--they're not ashamed of it. This naturally
means that those not doing the things of God will hide from God in the darkness of sin and away from God.

-John 5:29
–And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. Doing good is accepting Christ as Savior. The Bible
teaches that everyone will be resurrected, not just the good. So, when it says "those that have done good" are



those that have accepted Christ--they get to go to heaven. On the flip side, those who have rejected Christ
will be resurrected to stand before the Great White Throne of God to be judged.

-John 6:37
–All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out.
Not quite sure why this is here, but here's the explanation anyway. Salvation is totally of God. God draws us
to himself [John 6.44, Acts 17.30*] and then those that have been drawn to God will come to him. Then, once
you're in Christ's, he will never let you go. In other words, one can never lose their salvation. It's part of the
Calvin-Arminian question.

Salvation by being born again (which Southern Baptists seem to believe means “telling everyone
who wants to hear it, and then some, that you are born again”, but that seems to be ignoring 3:4
and 3:5), faith alone, faith which is a symptom of works, faith alone, faith which is a symptom of
works, works alone, and what seems to be a combination of predestination and faith (perhaps
faith due to predestination, or the other way around, who knows), in this order. Neat. Note
especially the switch from 3:18 to 3:19.

Verily, verily, I say unto you: There is no Biblical literalist, no, not one.
I agree, but there are plenty of biblical normalists.

============================================================
Well, what do you have to say for yourself?
People have been following Christ for nearly 2000 years now. The Bible has been complete and recognized
for a shade over 1300. If there really was a contradiction in the Bible, people would have discovered it by
now--especially those who have taken so much of their time to study the Bible, cover to cover, inside-out,
word by word--and there wouldn't have been so much blood, sweat, and tears shed by so many people to get
the Gospel of Jesus Christ out. In the end, I guess what I'm trying to say is that it is futile to find a
contradiction in God's Word.


